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Abstract

The Rational Methodology in the Holly Quran

By: Emad Taha Ahmed Al-Raoush
Supervised by: Dr. Abdel-Rahim Ahmed Al-Zakka

A thesis submitted in fulfiliment of the Master's Degree in
The Holy Quran and its Studies
in the Faculty of Jurisprudent and Legal Studies
in Al Al-Bayt University |

This research is an attempt to prove that the Holy Quran depends on the intellect
in proving its facts, through a special unique methodology. This methodology adopts a
balanced relationship between the mind on the one hand and tﬁe other means of
convincing and persuasion like revelation, teelings and emotions on the other.

Through examining such verses in the Holy Quran that present rational subjects
or procedures, the study seeks to deduce the pature and characteristics of this
methodology and its relationship with human rational methodologies.

The conclusions can briefly be presented as follows:

The Holy Quran honors the intellect, and uses reasoning in presenting its facts.
Therefore it urges people to use their minds in searching for truths. On the other
hand it warns against inactivating the mind, denouncing any factor which might lead
to such an end and refusing any knowledge that does not depend on reasoning
understanding, such as ignorant imitation, assumption and prejudice.

The Holy Quran strikes a balance between rational reasoning and the acceptance of
the revelation. Any case that falls within the domain of mind is treated by the Holy
Quran in such a way that addresses the human intellect. However, people are either
given rational clues and codes to deal with any other phenomena outside the reach
of the human mind, or given such phenomena as they are.

In its rational methodology, the Holy Quran depends also on the human conscience

which constitutes an important factor that should not be ignored. Therefore, we have

All




7.

cases where the Holy Quran addresses the mind, and others where it addresses the
conscience, arousing the human emotions and helping convincing people and creating
peace and tranquillity in their souls.

The Quranic rational methodology depends on the senses. Therefore, rational
reasoning often tends to use the sensory evidences. Therefore we can describe
perception in the Holy Quran is a two-fold one in which the intellect and the senses
interact. The mind perceive what is purely rational by its abstract characteristic, and
perceive what is sensory in collaboration with the senses.

The Holy Quran uses a variety of rational styles, adopting various ways of using
them according to different audience. So, we have different styles of addressing
moderate opponents, outright enemies, followers of previous religions etc..

The Quranic rational .methodology has certain unique characteristics. Among them
are the emphasis on the meaning rather than the form, choosing the right style, the
rational deduction’s dependence on revelation, convincing the mind while satistying
the emotions, drawing on the senses, the genuineness of premises and conclusions,
the soundness of deduction and its suitability for all levels of people and finally the
intrinsic force and miraculous nature of the text.

A comparison between the Quranic rational methodology and other rational ones will
show the great difference that makes us confirm that it is a miraculous divine
methodology rather than a human one.

The Holy Quran uses rational methodology in proving the most important issues of
the doctrine, including the existence of God, His oneness, the genuineness of the
message of Prophet Mcohammed (Peace Be Upon Him) and resurrection. In each
such case, the reasoning takes two directions. Firstly, disproving fairly and
objectively the arguments of disbelievers. Secondly, giving accurate rational
evidences supporting such cases, while disproving, at the same time, any other

suspicions that may raise on these evidences.

Through these conclusions, the following findings were drawn:

1-

There are, in the Holy Quran , the fundamentals of a unique rational methodology.
These fundamentals can be classified and detailed so as to put a comprehensive
theory of rational methodology which observes the principles of religious

jurisprudence. However, this does not mean, by any way, that the Quran is a book of




