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Adornment "AL-Zinah": Tt Meaning and Limits in the
Holy Kora'n. A Subjective Study.

Prepared by
Lulzim Jawid Sh'aban Asa'adi

Supervised by
Dr. Hasib Hassan AL-Samura'i

One of the most important issues in life Allah mentioned in several
verses is adornment "Azzinah". Allah showed that "azzinah" has a
vital role and a clear influence on life and that it has a relation with all
aspects of life: both human aspects such as garments, means of
transport or residence and ethical and social aspects.

Adornment "azzinah" has an obvious negative or positive
influence on the human nature, therefore, there is no wonder that the
Holy Kur'an mentions "azzinah" and beauty and advises man to
possess them and to take care of his appearance.

Unfortunately, Muslims interest in adornment "azzinah' is not the
same extent as Allah advised, but it is limited to one aspect of the term
of adornment that is cover and veil as if it has no relation or influence
on most of life aspects that man takes part in. Adornment is,
sometimes, neglected totally depending on arguments mentioned in
dispraising and renouncing it without looking deeply into the Holy
verses that clarify its role and positive influence and what great benefits
and necessity it possesses. Consequently, Muslims became subject.to
mockery and sarcasm of several nations and those nations were given
the opportunity to accuse Islam of being a rigid religion that does not
cope with contemporary civilization and is interested only on the aspects
of worship.

This research consists of an introduction, four chapters and a

conclusion. In the introduction the researcher justifies the selection of
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the topic of adornment and the related literature.

The first chapter is divided into two fields. The first field deals with
the meaning of "azzinah" adornment from linguistic and terminology
point of view. The second deals with the real and metaphoric usage of
"azzinah' in the Holy Kur'an.

' The second chapter talks about the two sections of adornment
"azzinah". In the first section, the discussion is directed toward
material adornment and its types in the Holy Kur'an such as the
adornment of Wealth, Children, livestock, women and appearance.

This chapter concludes with adornment "azzinah" of the sky and earth.

The second section in this chapter is about what is mentioned of

the meaning of adornment "azzinah". This section includes four fields:
Pearls, coral and corundum whereas the fourth field deals only with
jewelry.

The third chapter deals with the immaterial adornment through
five sections:

Section one: the researcher dealt with the adornment of belief.

Section two: dealt with the adornment of patience.

Section three: dealt with the adornment of abandonment.

Section four: dealt with the adornment of forgiveness.

Section five: dealt with the adornment of release.

The fourth chapter shows the restrictions which the Islamiec
Sharia'a placed on adornment. These restrictions are the "Agidah"
control, the ethical control and the economical coptrol. Each control has
a separate field of discussion in which the aim behind each control is
clarified. In the conclusion the most important results are stated.

Through this research, the attention of the Holy Kor'an about
adornment "azzinah" is clearly obvious. The Holy Kur'an also shows
the value and boundaries of the issue of adornment so that it becomes
fruitful for all human being.

Through his close study of the Holy verses that has relation with
adornment and beauty, the researcher shows that Islam bestowed the

aspect of adornment a great deal of attention.
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Islam talked about adornment in a comprehensive manner and no
aspect was given more attention. Islam also mentions the adornment of
human, animal, solid bodies and plants.

The researcher finds it clear, through this study, how Allah is
merciful to Mankind for he created Man with the most beautiful image
and gave him the adornment of pearls, coral and jewel and other graces
as garments, means of transport and residence. Allah also gave man
adornment that accompanies him day and night. In the day man is
given gardens of joy and at night gleaming stars and a beaming moon.
Shorﬂy, this whole universe is made an adornment which means that
Allah created all his creatures with adornment and beauty. This also

indicates that adornment is perfection and skillfulness. Man is asked to _

make his work perfect so that eventually an element of adornment is
included. If man started his work with an unpleasant aspect, he would
find it enough to realise the weakness and the malfunction in his work
compared with other industries that do their function properly. Yet
their production appears adornment where as Muslims industry in
many countries does not appear adornment and do not function
properly. Had Muslims realised the secret of adornment which is
mentioned in many verses that describe the might of Allah in the
creation of the skies and the perfection of creation? So what wisdom is
there in mentioning adornment after the whole discussion of the
perfection and creation of skies and stars. No doubt that there is a great
wisdom behind mentioning adornment. The duty of all Muslims to pay
attention to adornment in their industry if they want to compete with
other nations.

At the end, the researcher points out that Allah put restrictions to
this adornment to purify it from faults and imperfection. Man desires
adornment and seeks to possess it. This means that using adornment
can be a trap which the devil uses to hunt and direct Man's attention to
corrupted purposes and means. Therefore, Man must hold to controls to
make this adornment a true one in this life and in the other life. By this
awareness, Man can be saved from the trap of adornment and can get

1ts true benefits.
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