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Abstract
The Methodology of al-Emam Mohammad Bin Idrees al-Safe’l
(D: 204 A.H. — 820 A.) in Al-Tafseer
By:
AbdulWase’ Abdo Hezabr Al-Mekhlafei
Supervised By:
Dr. Abdul-Raheem Al-Zaqqa

This research aims at studying the method of one of tafseer scholars and emams,
the most distinctive symbols on intellectual civilization development for the Arab and
Islamic mentality, and one of first mufassereen. This scholar is emam Mohammad bin
Idrees Al-Shafe'i Al-Qurashi Al-Hashemi, the emanm of Al-Shafe'i school.

He bom in (150 H.) in Gaza - Palestine, then moved to Mecca, where he learned
reading, writing and memorized the Quran and Hadeeth by the scholars of Mecca, i.e.,
Sufian bin Oyainah and Moslem bin Khaled, then moved to its Badia and learned the

language and memorized poetry at Huthail tribe. Then he moved to Madina and

learned from Malek bin Anas, the emam of darul Hijra and others. He moved to
Yemen and learned from it’s scholars, where he gathered the figh of Hijaz and the
school of Hadeeth people. Then he moved to Iraq and learned from its scholars, i.e.,
emam Mohammad bin Al-Hasan Al-Shaibani who taught him the figh of Irag, school
of ‘ahl al-ra’i. e traveled between Iraq and Mecca as an emam and author, fageeh
and mufasser, mufti and munather, and absolule mujtahed, gathering between the best
of the two schools. At the beginning of the third Hijri century, he settled in Egypt and
spent the rest of his life, spreading his knowledge, editing what he had previously
written.  Students of different parts of the world started travelling to him. His
numerous and countless students in Mecca, Iraq and Egypt became mujtaliedeen,
heads of Figh schools, and fine distinctive scholars who gained emamat of religion and
life in their areas. He died in Egypt in (204 H.).

The Emam Al-Shafe'i witnessed the most powerful Islamic eras in political
stability era, flourishing cultural and civilization era, revolution of geniusness and the
emergence of great scholars of emams and mujtahedeen in all fields, and the era of the
great and vast scientific outburst. He was the encyclopedia of his era, a reference and
expressing character, to an extent that all agreed on his knowledge and his fighin the
provisions of Quran, and his emamat in figh, '‘Usool, Hadeeth, language, and poetry,
and his precedence in many un-preceded matters.

The Emam Al-Shafe'i did not have an independent exclusive fafseer that he made
by himself, but it was a separate fafseer of some quotes of the Quran. He carried out
tafscer on parts that had connection with an ‘usoolic or fighic matter, as he is first of all
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a fagech. Also, none of his era exclusively made tafseer for the Quran which appeared
later. Therefore, his narcations are spread in his reports and the contents of his figh
and ‘usovol.

Before Al-Shafe'i, sciences were rarely written and were limited because
knowledge relied on memorizing before writing. Therefore, his references in tafseer
were reports written or heard with asanced independently and intellectually
interpretative.  For example, the Quran and its readings, Hadeeth, and what he quoted
from sahabah, tabe'een, and who followed them, his knowledge in the language of
Arabs and its significances, his ability to conclude and his personal vision in Quran.

The emam Al-Shafe'i cared about tafseer ma'thoor. He narrated Quran by Quran,
sunnah thabetah and the sayings of sahabah and tabe'een, with compliance in
reporting, sanad mutasel saheeh, depending on saheeh thabet of motoon. Therefore,
his tafseer came on ma'thoor with a great degree of accuracy, perfection, proficiency,
care, scientific valuc and methodology.

He handled tafseer on the basis of opinion carried on nagl. So, he included the
tafseer of quotes from the Quran with semantic and poetic researches that are directly
related and affected usoolic matters, fighic provisions and important legislative results,
till he could establish a scientific methodology for fafseer depending on language and
eloquent Arabic poetry.

His tafseer is first of all a fighic tafseer, therefore, his tafSeer for the provisional
quotes of the Quran came full with Shari'a questions and conclusions with Quranic
quotes and their other Quranic corresponding quotes and Hadeeth, and what has been
reported by sahabah and tabe’een and their tabe’een of scholars and who agreed with
them and their opponents, including discussions, dialogues, selections, preferences,
methods of acceptance and rejection, non-fanatic without proof and evidence, till it is
truly said that he had the scientific precedence in writing in fighic fafseer, stating the
provisional quotes in this advanced and eloquent method, independent scientific
methodology, perfect textual studies with genuinity, recentness in conception and
conclusion.

In the field of usool al-figh, Al-Shafe'i conducted fgfseer for many Quranic
quotes in usoolic fighic methods. He either noted the usoolic rule first, then presented
the Quranic quotes as examples or presented the quotes, then followed by extracting
questions and usoolic rules. Explained that by the Quran itself, and the fixed reports
and intellectual dogmatic evidences, with his superior ability in extraction, till he
turned all the provisions, commands and prohibitions, and the utterances of public and
elite and the rest of usoolic and indicative semantic utterances which are the elements
of usool al-figh, into a source for fafseer and non-exhausting source in fafseer of
quotes of the Quran and the Hadeeth thabet, where he was the founder and the first.

In the field of Quranic scicnces, Al-Shafe'i, as mentioned above, had no
independent fafseer to handle the subjects of Quran sciences at the beginning of his
tafveer as other scholars did later as Al-Tabari and others. He spread its solitaires in
the contents of his figh, wusool and tafseer of quotes related to it. The term of Quran
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