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Makki Bin Abi Talib Al-Qaysi’s  
phonological thought in the light 

 of modern linguistics  
 

By 
Alaaddin A. AL- Gharaiben  

 
Supervisor  

Ja’afar Ababneh  
 
 

This study attempts to point out the conceptualization of Arabic phonetics 
in the works of Makki Ben Abi Talib Al Qaysi. To Achieve this end, the study 
starts with an introduction in which the researcher presents the significance of 
this topic, the reason why he picks Al Qaysi to be the focus of this study, and the 
previous related literature and its usefulness. The introduction closes with the 
methodology of research adopted and the difficulties the researcher faced 
throughout the work. 
  

As a transition to the following six chapters, the study sheds light on the 
life of Makki Al Qaysi, namely his name, lineage, origin, birth, upbringing, his 
old age, his eminent disciples, and his death. 
 

Chapter 1 tackles the points of articulation in Al Qaysi. The chapter 
involves five subjects: the number of Arabic speech sounds, the number and 
order of points of articulation, and finally the distribution of speech sounds on 
their points of articulation.  
 

Chapter 2 discusses the distinctive features of Arabic phonetics as 
conceived by Al Qaysi. The chapter consists of three subjects: The characteristics 
of the sounds that have conflict, the characteristics of sounds that have no 
conflict, and the features of speech sounds in relation to their points of 
articulation. 
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