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ABSTRACT

Qur’an Intonation & Its Relation With Tunes

By: Ma’ruf Mohammad Rashad Al-Shareef
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This study deals with thelsubject 6f “Melodie Recitation of Qharn”. In the
first chapter, the study dealt with views and evidences of scientists igr those who
allowed or objected the melodic recitation of Quran, and due to the relation of
this subject with the musical isoicncc, I set apart.a special topic @bout it this
before starting discussing the viigws and evidences of scientists so that the picture
will be clear and understandable. I dealt in the second Chapter with the concept
of music and it’s meaning, also about music as a science like other sciences that
has its fundamentals, rules, and principles. It also discussed its original
foundation, and how the ancient scientists had defined the harmonic sounds that
emerge from the human throat, which constitute in total the musical scale and the
musical tones, hence came out those nice and pleasant sounds which relief the

soul due to its harmony, and they also alienated the disharmonic sounds from the
musical scale and tones.

Then the study talked about the relation between the music and the musical
instruments, and showed that actually there is no relation between the two, and
that the human throat created by our Almighty God is in fact the greatest musical

instrument which combines the harmonic sounds and perform tunes in proper
way.

After that, the study showed while explaining about the musical scale how
the scientists had defined the Arabic musical scale by seven, which are the group
of harmonic sounds that emerge from human throat, and how are these sounds
based on specific and accurate scientific ratios, so that any such sound if deviates
from it’s position on the musical scale will definitely will cause disorder to the
structure of these sounds. Also, they mentioned the magnitude of the highest
sound measured by vibration at this scale, and also the magnitude of the lowest
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sound. They indicated also that if any sound exceeds the highest one at the
musical scale, then it will be high enough on the hearing sense and deprives its
musical characteristics. On the other hand, if the vibrations became lower than
specific limit, then the human ear will hear no sound.

The Arabic musical scale found to be the reference to define the proper
tones that are in harmony with the proper taste, also the reference for the nature
of the human throat created by Almighty God, which is considered as the greatest
musical scale ever known by the mankind in all times.

The Arabs had analyzed the musical tones and studied its characteristics
and effects, and then they concluded that some of it affects the soul with zeal and
courage, while others may affect sadness and modesty that soften the hearts and
clear souls. Since the meaning wears a dress of sounds through tunes that
facilitate the reach of the idea to the mind of the listener, so that the spirit of the
tune is appropriate to the meaning, and this what distinguishes the Arabic music
form the foreign music that is not more than tumbling that contradicts the nature
of the human throat sounds created by Almighty God, as well as does not express
humanitarian emotions as menffOficd. It CONtals Oy two toncs. The difference
between the Arabic music and the foreign one is the same as between the Arabic
poem and the foreign one. i |

; a

The study also dealt with:an important subject, that the Ea§t in general
including Arabs, Turks, and Pgrsians, all arc commoirin clear sounds and tones,
Their sounds and tones are very near to each other, and similar in the nature of
their music and the characteristics of their tunes. It was until the Muslims had
conquest the neighboring countries that they came to know their tones, and
realized that it conforms in nature with the proper taste and tones nature, as well
agrees with the Arabic music scale —the proper scale for every proper tone. So
they refined it by rejecting the Persian way and other foreign ways that may
sound unusual on the Arabic music. Hence their tones were Arabized and became
part of the original Arabic music, so that no one should think that the Arabic
music or Arabic tones are of Pecan origin or any other. Even any one looking in
to the Arabic music will see that (Kurd Magam) which is of Persian origin, but
the Arabs and the Turks transferred it to their music and became different from
the original one in many aspects of sound and performance. But the Arabs

preferred to keep the names as it is without Arabization, so they arabized the
tones and kept the names.

But these musical symbols and terms are just a material wear that contain
under it expressions of melodies in the clearest form, and the Arabic music
remains as it is, its hearing is the same either in foreign terms or in Arabic terms
in the alphabetic letter known before.

Then the study dealt with a very important subject, which was the main
cause of dispute in the matter of “Melodic Recitation of the Holy Quran”. Since



