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The script of the Holy Quran in the light of

semitic writing
Summary

The script of the Holy Quran is a continuation and development of
the early Arabic script . It was more or less influenced by the script of other
semitic Languages |, especially Syriac and late Nabataean . The Arabs
adopted with certain exceptions the order of the Phoenician alphapet , and
added to it their own additional letters . namely Qe g ¢degaikicg | The
shape of these letters was influenced by the shape of preceding letter eg,

.L—'ﬁ‘d‘“i‘J‘J‘w‘u’“ua‘ub‘-b‘-’é‘&"&H.—HQ‘U'-HE‘C‘é

The orthography of the Holy Quran was not always identical |,
Exceptions to the main rules are spohed here and there ,due sometimes to
the background of the writers , or their dialect .

The Quran scholars did their best to explain those peculiarities
within the scope of the Arabic Language, as their Knowledoe of other
Semitic languages was indeed fairly scanty. Hence a number of issues still
remain amblguous. or needed confirmation of other Semitic Scriptural
evidence,

Western orient lists, on their part, spared no effort to illuminate the
ambiguities of the Quran script on the basis of comparative investigation,
and attained good results. But in spite of all these efforts a number of points
required more attention or réconsideration.

This study has taken upon itself the task of a comprehensive

evaluation of all previous results adding to it any new evidence , orideas .
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