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Damascus University
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences

Arabic Language Department

A summary of a Dissertation in Arabic Linguistics entitled "The glottal Stop and
Its Controversial Issues among Linguists and Readers in the Light of Modern
Arabic linguistics"

Prepared by: Abd-unasser Ramadan Shitaw

Supervized by: Pro. Mohammed Maw’ed

In the name of Allah, the most beneficent the most merciful and prayers and peace
be upon his prophet Mohammed, his family, and his followers to the Day of
Judgment.

The glottal stop is linguistically, phonetically, grammatically and semantically
considered one of the most important phenomenon. At the same time, it is one of
the most complicated issues among Arabic Linguistic phenomena. This is because
of the conflict on what it really is and what relations it has with other sounds
especially long and soft sounds.

The glottal stop is one of the phonetic features of the eloquent language. It
inherited such a sound from tribes living in the Arabic Peninsula like Tamiem.
However, the sound was not common among other tribes like Qurayish where it is
replaced by other sounds. Such a replacement led to controversial issues such as
what the sound is and what its characteristics are.

When it comes to the written form of Arabic, the glottal stop took many forms
according to its manner of pronunciation. These variables caused people to mix
between it and the long Arabic vowel. It also affected the number of Arabic
Alphabet(whether to be considered twenty-eight or twenty-nine) as a result of

these different ways of pronouncing the glottal stop - or even not to pronounce it
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IT

at all - The Holly Quran can be read using many recitations. Thus, the glottal stop
. became one of the difficulties facing the learning and the teaching of these
recitations.

Arabic grammarians, along time ago, tried to clarify the nature of this sound.
They collected different information to prove different pronunciations of this
sound as to be stressed and exaggerated at times, neglected at other times, or even
to be replaced by other sounds like the velar glide. Those grammarians finally
came to classify different pronunciations of this sound as to be either light,
pronounced with no effort, replaced by other sounds or omitted. They also
marked it as necessary, possible or odd to be pronounced.

On the basis of Al-Hadieth of the seven letters which licenses the recitating the
Holly Quran in different recitations according to peoples’ dialects, the scholars of
the Holly Quran, following the grammarians, emphasized the glottal stop
especially in the recitations of the Holly Quran. Trying to choose the best ways
of reading the Holly Quran, scholars applied very precise criteria. Ten recitations
were selected and proved to be the best. The glottal stop played an important role
in this selection. Other Quranic recitations, though they were less adopted, are still
worthy in the study of this important phenomenon.

So much has been said about the glottal stop with which the Holly Quran was
read and the eloquent language was spoken. Some Linguists questioned its origin
and considered it to be borrowed from other languages. They based their claims on
some unproved Ahadieth like the one tells about a man came to the Prophet
Mohammed, peace be upon him, and said the word " Nabie’ " which contains the
glottal sound. The Prophet Mohammed asked him not to pronounce the glottal
stop.

Modern Arabic Linguists, though some of them tend to neglect its pronunciation,
replace it by other sounds like in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine where it is

replaced by the palatal glide.
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