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INTERDICTORY FORMSIN THEHOLY QURAN:
A STUDY IN CONSTRUCTION AND SIGNIFICATION

By
Muhammad Ahmad Al Ashkar

Supervisor
Dr. Mahmoud H. Maghalseh ,Prof.

ABSTRACT

This thesis attempts to study the Interdictory Forms within the Holy Quran, gathering
evidence, investigating conditions, and clarifying the stylistic states within their
contexts, rendering the entirety of the Holy Book the scope of its study to arrive a a
literary account for thisform.

This study conssts of an introduction, five chapters and a conclusion:

The Introduction defines interdiction and its signification throughout the study. The
First Chapter states the divisions as set by specidists in syntax and rhetoric, and
points of agreement and difference between them. The Second Chapter projects a
study of the different interdictory forms in the Holy Quran, both standard and non-
standard. This is followed by the Third Chapter entitled: The Literal and Rhetorical
Meanings of the Interdictory in the Holy Quran. The Fourth Chapter explores the
significations of the different interdictory forms, concluding with a study of their
content and branches. Finally, the Conclusion points out the significant outcomes of
this research.

The study has shown that the standard interdictory mode is extensive in the Quranic
text, occurring in 425 locations. Also, interdiction was not limited to this mode; it
sometimes appeared as an object word, at other times using varied structural styles.

The study has also demonstrated that the interdictory mode directed at an addressee -
second person - is used much more profusely than the mode directed at an absentee -
third person. However, athough the interdictory instances addressed the third person
by word, the meaning was actually intended for the second person.

The Quranic interdictory context has been regulated to a great extent by legal
adjudications that carried the import of prohibition, as this sense highly prevailed in
the various interdictory forms. This confirms the major role of interdiction in shaping
a great number of rulings and in being considered a fundamental source of Islamic
legidation. Rhetorica experts and interpreters have cited the considerable incidence
of the interdictory style as occurring to supply metaphorical senses, paramount of
which were the senses of entertainment, warning, counsel and guidance, incitement
and inflammation, censure.



