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Abstract

The Imperative in the Holy Qur’an in the Light of Contextual
Linguistics: “Ighfer Lana” and “Kaffer Ana” as examples

Prepared by: Ahlam Amer Alzaben
Supervised by Professor Doctor: Odeh Khalil Abu Odeh

This study aims to clarify how the gift of hearing and sight play a role in the
knowledge a person acquires throughout their life. This is an authentic theory in
language studies, as when sounds are heard, they are recorded within the memory
according to a timeline. Also sights are recorded, and together, images and sounds
create a map of one’s personal knowledge from their time of birth until their death.
These experiences are therefore stored within the core (the heart) of the person, that is
why sight and hearing are responsible for acquiring and learning languages; all the
languages of the world.

On the other hand, sight and hearing are also responsible for the good and the
bad deeds a person does. A person that does something good imagines that good deed
within themself, in their heart, and they see what good comes from that deed. Also, a
person that does something bad suffers from the deed and keeps it within themselves
with all of its regret.

A smart person would also depend on sight and hearing to try to erase these bad
deeds from their memory. They would listen to or examine something to cover up the
sins, and compensate for the guilt those bad deeds caused. And that is where repenting
comes in. A person asks Allah for forgiveness and for his sins to be erased.

From all what was previously mentioned, this study focused on explaining the
terms (sight, hearing and core (the heart)) in a separate chapter to go thoroughly into
each one of them and explain the function they play in people’s lives. Then another
chapter is dedicated to explaining the reason of their creation in a philosophical
approach (as it is the way Allah intended it to be).

The study goes on to distinguish the difference between (Ighfer Lana- forgive
us) and (Kaffer Anna- erase our sins) in terms of language, terminology, and definition.
It also clarifies how the context where these two terms come, for forgiveness always
comes with sins while erasing comes with bad deeds.

There isn’t any Contextual Linguistic study in the field that explains the two
imperative verbs “Ighfer” and “Kaffer”. This study aims to explain the use of
authoritative verbs in the holy Qur’an using the previously mentioned verbs as
examples.
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