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In the Name of Allah

Most Merciful Most Gracious

Makki Ibn Abu Taalib’s Commentary “Al-Hidaaya ila Bulough-in
Nihaaya” (Guidance toward the Utmost Extent):

A Linguistic Commentarial Study

ABSTRACT

Praise be to Allah who has made the creature and fully counted them all,
saying: [There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the
Most Gracious (Allah) as a slave. Verily, He knows each one of them and
has counted them a full counting. And every one of them will come to Him
alone on the Day of Resurrection] [Holy Quran 19: 93-95]; and all peace
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and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to whom the Quran
was revealed to be a warning and as well a reminder for the believers.

The linguistic studies in Arabic have always emerged in connection with
the Holy Quran; it is verily the center, around which such studies go with
their all various branches. This glorious Book has been undoubtedly paid
interest by all scholars and researchers; therefore, what has been
written about it of studies since the real appearance of Islam is
innumerable. It has been addressed in terms of so many various aspects
and been as well the subject of hundreds of academic theses, until it has
become difficult for an inexpert researcher to find a linguistic (lexical or
grammatical) topic in relation to the Holy Quran.

With such an actual case and my being willing to have my dissertation
connected with the Quran and Arabic, choosing this present topic of
mine was a hard task. | took a long time searching and thinking over in
several proposed topics. Yet, | was informed by my professor Dr. Ahmad
Al-Bashayreh that Makki Ibn Abu Taalib’s Commentary of “Al-Hidaaya ila
Bulough-in Nihaaya” had been printed and revised; so, | rushed looking
into it and mediating its linguistic issues and made my mind to choose
this Commentary to be the topic of my PhD dissertation as a linguistic
commentarial study.

Being based on both commentarial and linguistic aspects, the present
study basically aimed at observing the commentarial and linguistic
(lexical and grammatical) material included in Makki’s Commentary. It
had also other minor related goals represented by having that material
collected, examined and analyzed and then making prominently
recognized Makki’s commentarial and linguistic efforts in his
Commentary in an independent study to be an advantage for any further
research. The analytical descriptive approach was adopted as this study
was reasonably limited to a specific book having its commentarial and
linguistic issues examined and analyzed and presenting it in a
comparative framework with the opinions of the other relevant linguists.

In terms of its structural layout and since it consisted of many issues, the
present study was divided into four aspects with each aspect being
covered in a separate chapter, as follows:
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Chapter 1 to study Makki’s biography and the fundamentals that
he built his commentary upon;

Chapter 2 to study Makki’s linguistic efforts and his being broadly
of pride of Arabic, along with studying the semantic descriptions
and impact of lexical words and the many linguistic probabilities of
the Quranic text;

Chapter 3 to study Makki’s approach to present and address the
lexical and grammatical issues in his Commentary and then his
stand toward the various grammatical tendencies; and lastly

Chapter 4 to study the grammatical issues and what impacts they
had in Makki’s Commentary.

That was the structural layout of the present study; it was procedurally
complemented by a conclusion of what it had then reached of the most
important findings.

Never claiming to have addressed all the linguistic issues presented in
Makki’s Commentary, the study satisfied itself with the most important
issues and verily had no room to tackle all the related aspects. It might
have been of success and that’s with Allah’s guidance; otherwise it is the
researcher’s being responsible for any failure. Anyhow, let me say that |
am totally satisfied with this work of mine; it is an outcome of
exhaustive effort and precious time.

Last but not least, | would like to thank my dear professor Dr. Abdul-
Jawwad Khalaf, who exerted no effort to academically sponsor my
research and direct me with his thankful advice to and frequent receipt
of me at his office and home. My thanks are as well due to the members
of the Defending Committee for their kind acceptance to examine and
assess the present study.

| thank—before and after all—Allah whose favors are the cause for good
doings to be reached and shall herein quote the Quranic verse: [My Lord!
Grant me the power and ability that | may be grateful for Your Favors
which You have bestowed on me and on my parents and that | may do
righteous good deeds that will please You and admit me by Your Mercy
among Your righteous slaves] [Quran 27; 19].
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