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Abstract
The Aesthetics of Sound Harmony and Rhythm in the Quran

The i1deas which swarm in imagination are quite abstract and vague concepts.
They cannot be expressed without using a unique tool which is language. So,
language 1s the sensory container in which scattered ideas can be fixed,
depending on similarity or difference, to make up an intellectual project which
might constitute a literary or scientific text, or something else.

Language 1s made up of sounds which differ in place and manner of
articulation. These sounds cohere 1n articulated clusters known as words. Word,
which 1s the medium of expression, 1s made up of cohering sounds, which can
occur together in a structure which gives these sounds a tone and a musical
rhythm, which the ear feels and the soul responds to. So speech is the material

and centre of language. Any text 1s made up of sounds which make up speech.

In this research I want to delve into the depth of Quranic utterance and present,
on the one hand, an analytical and musical study, which will diagnose the nature
of the word and its coherence with preceding and following words, and the way
it constitutes an emotional charge which influences the soul in way it is meant
to be affected. On the other hand, I want to study the Quranic utterance
aesthetically to detect the clarity of Quranic style as a literary text with supreme
characteristics of Bayan and elevated degree of rhetorical performance, which

will affect those who appreciate it in the desired manner.

In the introduction, I clarify the relationship between utterance and meaning as
an introduction to the relationship between sound and meaning. The dissertation
1s divided into four chapters. The first chapter studies aesthetic and suggestive
harmony, which utterance creates in meaning. This chapter is divided into two
parts. The first part addresses three issues. The first issue concerns, in a

chronological way, the views of ancient and modern scholars regarding the
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relationship of sound to meaning. The earliest of these scholars was Iben Jenni,
who talked about the similarity of sounds to meanings. The second issue
addressed 1s onomatopoeia, which means the imitation of the utterance's sounds
to its meaning. The third issue concerns the expressive value of sound in the

Quran. Here I study the semantics of the sound and its suggestiveness.

The second part of chapter one i1s applied studies of how sounds are made to
refer to meanings. Some of these meanings refer to paradise and its luxury and
describe its comfort and prosperity. Other meanings refer to hell and its torture
in addition to warning and threat. For example, Quranic expressions, selected

tor describing torture, are usually made up of strong and bombastic sounds.

Other sounds occur in the context of a narrative to express a certain state
referring to a particular detail in the story where the sounds, which constitute
the word, suggest the emotional and psychological condition of the character or

centre on the nature of the event in its emotional context.

The axis of this study 1s a mixture of the linguistic dimension, upon which
sound classifications concerning places and manners of articulation are based,
and the aesthetic dimension, which derives from sounds meanings which have

aesthetic suggestions in harmony with their contexts.

The second chapter deals with rhythm and its types in the Quran. I study here
tour issues. First, the definition of rhythm; second, its types, which are the fast,
the quiet, the slow and the strong; third, the importance of rhythm in the Quran
and 1ts aesthetic influence as seen in some verses and its mightiness influence in
others; fourth, suggestion through rhythm in the Quran. Every meaning in the
Quran has 1ts special rhythm which suits it.

The third chapter deals with the phenomena and the reasons which constitute
rhythm in the Quran. Here, | study a number of issues relating to musical and

rhythmic structures. I study first the beauty of rhythmic composition which
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