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Abstract

This study aimed to develop a professional test battery for Special Education
Specialist Candidates, including a general knowledge test (general principles, education
planning, learning environment support), and specific specialization test (learning
disabilities, Intellectual disabilities, autism spectrum disorder, hearing disability, visual
disability) and a test of personal and social skills, feelings and emotions, with a view to
evaluate candidates according to comprehensive professional standards.

The battery in its final form consisted of (176) items divided into two main tests:
first: the special education learning achievement test (126) items : (a) the general special
education achievement test (36) items; and (b) the specific specialization test in special
education (90) items, divided into five disciplines (learning difficulties, Intellectual
disability, autism spectrum disorder, hearing disability and visual disability), each
specialization has (18) items. Second: personal skills test (50) items, consisting of (a)
personal and social skills test, (25) items, (b) feelings and emotions test, (25) items.

The sample consisted of 505 specialists in special education who work in the Ministry of
Education, private Education department, and Special Education Centres in Amman,
selected using cluster randomization samle, and according to the variety of specializations
and disabilities they work with.

The results showed the items effectiveness that make up the Battery for Special
Education to the Candidates to work in Special Education as the difficulty coefficients
for the items for general special education test ranged between (0.33 and 0.72), and their
discrimination coefficients ranged between (0.46 and 0.83), and for specific
specialization tests ranged between (0.26 and 0.88) and their discrimination coefficients
ranged between (0.22 and 0.88). The difficulty coefficients for items of the Special
Education for specific specialization ranged between (0.31 and 0.82), and their
discrimination coefficients ranging between (0.31 and 0.85).
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The results related to the indications of validity were also shown, as the logical
validity was verified by presenting them to a group of specialized in the fields of
measurement and evaluation, and special education. The factorial validity of the test
battery was verified, and the Corrected Item-Total Correlation Coefficient the test items
was extracted for the tests of achievement in special education, personal and social skills,
and feelings and emotions. The structure validity was also verified using the difference
in groups according to the variable of the nature of the disability in favor of Intellectual
disability and autism spectrum disorder, and according to the variable of experience in
favor of those with experience (less than 5 years).

The results related to the indications of reliability coefficients showed that the
reliability coefficients extracted by the internal consistency method using the Cronbach
alpha equation and the split-half method for the general special education test reached,
and for the special education tests for the specific specialization, and for the personal and
social skills and for the emotions and feelings test were all appropriate (0.80) and more.
The standard error values for the general special education test and the special education
tests for the specific specialization, and for the personal and social , and for emotions and
feelings test it were come in low value.

Finally, the performance criteria were derived by extracting the standard scores
(Z-scores), the standard T-scores (transformed), and the percentile equivalents (Percentile
Ranks) of the raw scores extracted on the tests. After presenting and discussing the results,
a set of recommendations were presented to conduct studiesfor the gifted, and to extract
the indications of the items and tests according to the item response theory.

Keywords: Tests Battery, Professional tests, Special Education Specialist, Employment,
Candidates, special education.
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